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OPEN LETTERS.

A suggestion.

.Alth’ough the “Botanical Society of America” is still only a socey
“/n spe”’, our confrére Dr. Britton has already (June number of the 1o

rey Bulletin) suggested a publication which he thinks the sooey

might 1ssue.
We earnestly hope thatthe day is not far distant when thissociety,

which Prof. Bailey gave the first impulse, will be started. The
gestion of Dr. Britton is that its journal be similar to Just's Bomz
Jahresberichte, with this difference, that it should notice only papes
printed in United States.

Is it really true that an American “Just” would be the ideal one?
Would it be one most beneficial to botanical study in this country?
~ We cannot agree with Dr. Britton in this matter and for the foliow
ing reason. Every botanist who really desiresto keep himself “4 jour”

with our publications has so many opportunities to get the pnﬁ
themselves, that a reviewing journal seems rather superfiuous

botanical papers of this country appear as a rule in some report,frotess
ings or in periodicals that are always easily accessible in almost ever]
city. (The index i1n the lorrey Bulletin, however, 15 always waml!
as a guide to what has appeared, and we hope Dr. Britton will n:
bring this part of the Bulletin to a close. The index might be pri

in smaller type so as to save space, or the editors might publish i #

an appendix to the Bulletin.) . ows o
It is true, that Just's Ja/kresberichie do not EIVE many .’%
American literature, but this 1s our own fault. 1f the Amenm: ok
ists would always send copies of their papers to the editor of ‘Ecmff-
esberichte, as well as to all the leading botanical journals i cli:ﬂ
in which reviews are given, they would then have the satista
seeing their papers reviewed or at least referred to. (his 0
If, however, we have something like the {d/zrfs&erzzlde in | i
try, but confined to American literature, what would be S3
certain class of botanists would content themselves wil
reviews and would never look at the paper itsel. Wi
fore, to suggest a publication of an entirely different cha
The society should publish a monthly journal contaxmﬂgw .
a strictly scientific character, but which are to0 lP“g-to.?ac mean &
of the older journals. When we say “strictly scientific tigals
tific ln."e"m

iginal researches, based upon thoroughly, Slen -

Not “a list of plants collected here or there” or “NeW 5o g et
so” or purely systematic monographs, but solid contt phid’w
anical knowledge in the broadest sense, papers O eogﬁamw i
bution, sketches of vegetation, studies of ‘morphOfO% h,ving.b"
physiology. These papers should appear i good 10 for I thss
first examined and approved by a oard of edltOl‘?ﬁ bad blande®
both writers and readers would be saved from Sf::dg of alk®
and misstatements. This last feature is what W€ ?ore hos pnB"”‘
have our manuscripts examined and criticized D€ uch more"”
them into immortality. We believe W€ would getvt: to strive #
tion out of our work, and we certainly would ha
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geal more than some of us are doing now. Still another thing would
veganed.  We would have uniformity in our botanical writings, in
eminology for instance. This is a2 matter that is needed badly now,
when the Century Dictionary and Crozier’s Dictionary of botanical
:g"ms dl.mve done what they could to spread the worst kind of botany
RL+

the society will have much to do, but we believe there are enough
0 help, and ‘when once started, 1t will check the existing evil (est
' premier Pas qui conte.—THEO. HoLM, Washington, D. C.

nLl'!r. Holm would do well to broaden his ideas of “strictly scien-
btttany.—-EDs.]

NOTES AND NEWS.

Browy UNIVERSITY bestowed upon Prof. W. W. Bailey the honorary
degree of A M. at the last com mencement.

MACK of Berlin, editor of Gartenflora and
1 Botanical Society, will attend the Congress n

has been appointed to represent the Société
the International Botanical Congress at Madi-

| gt Macchiati of the Royal University
© 1D attendance at the Madison Congress.

TOSA hflS just flowered for the first time 1n Europq.
g to Mr. Max Leichtlin in Gardener's Chroni-
f€ sent in 1879 by Professor C. S. Sargent.

g the annotations upon our card catalogue
imber containing much material of all kinds, We
ofessor Douglas H. Campbell among the editors.

Of the Pteridophytes of South Africa, just published,

Pt ides 179 species, forty-two of which are peculiar to
tridophytes known to occur south of the tropic of Cap-

' TO SYSTEMATIC BOTANY, by Prof. Charles E.
'ty of Nebraska is announced from the press of
he author proposes to make the work correspond

hded for beginners, and the students will be in-
all the groups,

£V, 3 _
fador :;rlthhalg;)c Waghorne, of N ewfoundland, has for sale sets

a(2 land and
H~Val XVIlL_x, 8,5) for $2.00, and sets of Newfoundla




